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I Boxing and rootbali to
I Retain Virility of the Race,
I Breeding Thoroughbred Race

Horses to Supply Remounts for
the Army and Other Claims of "Get-th- e-

Money" Adherents of Athletics Are Ex
H rloded Theories.

fl BY J. B. SHERIDA27.

H JL sfy 0ST ot us Ilko Romaln
H r1" Rolland's hero, Jcan- -

B Chrlstophc, havo boon
M C. hurled against sham

H J morality, compromlso

H and untruth. Amerl- -

H """vS I VV Vy can3 know theso things
H. under the gcnorlc slang
H term ol tho "grand old bunk." Tho great
H "war has been useful In showing us tha

fM utter roltcnnoss and Insincerity of many shams

fH which wo havo been accustomed to regard a.i
H gospel truths In athlutics and In sport. For no.

fH whpro has tho "grand old bunk" been In general
H use as in the realm of professional sport.

j. iuv jio uouDt uiai mo "grana old bunk"
prevails In business to a greater extent than It

H docs in sport. Maybe tho "grand old bunk" is
part of business. It Is not proper part of sport.

rH Therefore, many sportsmen hav0 revolted
j i against tho "grand old bunk" being fetched

H Into sport They are glad to see tho great ivar
H como along, and, for the time being at least,
H toss tho "grand old bunk" into tho discard.

i Tho thrco leading articles In tho decaloguo of
the "grand old bunk" have been especially

H hateful. Thcr are:
M 1. That professional boxing, with gloves, for

an admission fee, with moving pictures taken,
is essential to the preservation of the virility!H of tho Anglo-Sax- on race.

2. The "stall of tho promoters of Rugby foot- -

Bk k baU thLt Playing Rugby Is essential to winning
battles, tho alleged dictum of tho duke of Wcl-- 1

llngton thqf. "Waterloo was won on the footba'l
i'I fields of Zton being always quoted.

3. Tho "stall" of the men promoting horse- -
racing for tho money that was in It, said "stall"jH being thai horseraoing, with gambling attach- -

Hl ments. was essential to the safety of the nationH becaus--j it enabled men to breed thoroughbreds
to servo as cavalry horses in war time.H Just why money-hungr- y promoters of boxingH j xnatcheo could not say "We are after a pieceH of change" instead of "stalling" about thoM manliness of boxing with an admission feo at- -H tached and Its essentiality to the maintenance""fl Of thO VltiUtV Of thp Anrln-Rnrn- n --. .

j &rcit bexers have been Celtic, Semitic or Ham- -H! Itic) was more than I could understand. TouM let them fight all weok without charging anyB admission fee, and you would see how manyM of them would caro for the virility of the race.H As far as tho promoters of horseracing forH the sake of the Jobs and money that was in itHI for thei' aro concerned, I novcr cohld see whyH they were around talking of the benefits them breeding of the thoroughbred horse conferredm on tho farmer or on the cayalrj. If there won
B benefits they woro so remoto as to be India- -

I of "stalling" about the benefit the
Icernlblo. did tho country's cavalry, etcstop up and say, "Wo are in thin

game, as good Americans, for the
there may be in it for us. I want toHj be a judge. Jim wants to be a starter, JooM wants to run the betting ring. We'll all seeH somo sport, have a good time and maybe makoH a little money. Are you with us?"m Sure, we'd be with them. Why "stall" aboutH the cavalry and the farmer?

H hV "Worrying About Jobs.
B So toQ about tbo football "bunk." Football

Is a grand, good game for those who like toH play It. It's fun. But, whon It was under cen- -H Bure, a lot. of professional coaches, who were
worrj'ing about their Jobs, went about cryingH M that tho virility of tho country was endan- -

Hj gered when football was threatened with dc- -
H atruction.

I dare say it la natural with a man to feelH (
that the ond of the world or chaos has comoHl when ha lopes his good, soft Job. Maybe theH j football coaches wore sincere when they fan- -H cled that the" discontinuance of rugby, and ofH their Jobt, would ruin tho nation,

1
, Yet, instead of bellowing about the value ofH footbaU to national virility, why did not thesoH fellows come out and say:

"W-- j are strong for Rugby footbalb SomaH guys Ilka to play it. Wo liko to coach themH becauso thero is money in it for us. Aro you

Of course, we'd havo been with them. WhyMl not? Focthall, like racing and like boxing, isH fun. It appeals to a lot of people. Why not goH to It, direct, on its merits as a sport and aH means of making money, and not "stall" about
j on moral and physical grounds which do not

B Th0 erandest and oldest of all tho "grand old
B, bunk" ha3 been the "stall" about tho value of

il ! professional boxing, with admission fees chargo- -
' nbo at the door, and moving-pictur- e rights onH; the sldft, In upbuilding and maintaining tho

vlrllo virtues of the nation.H A lot of good, clear-Beeln- g men, George Bor- -
row Included, have been caught by this grand- -

1 est of all tho "grand old bunks." Borrow once
wrote a flno appreciation of tho manliness ofH the bruisers of Britain. Borrow believed whatH he wrctc. He lived before tho days of JackH f Curloy, "Tex" RIckard and Tom Jones. Thero

j wcro no great "gates" to boxing matches InH Borrow's day, no motion pictures. Wore Eor--
j row alive today he might think differently. Ho

Hj might see that as soldiers or as assistants to
H military' ardor, or efficiency, the boxera wore ofH no valu whatever,

j Tb pugilist seems to be the chief "slacker"
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of the times. They aro strafing tho pugilist at
a backslider. Gov. Whitman of Now York sei
tho fashion when ho refused to lot Lcs Darcy,
fho Australian, box In New York, bccauBO
Whitman alleged, Darcy should bo fighting fo.'

Australia and tho British 12mplro. Gov. Whit-
man's decision is open to at least a legal argu-
ment. . Darcy Is of Norman-Iris- h descent. Many
men of Irish blood objoct to fighting for Eng-
land. Yet tho gcnoral feeling is that a man
should fight for tho country whoroln he makes
his living.

Australia has been good to Darcy. It gavj
him birth, great strength, good education, faina
and aomi- - money. Americans have little

with tho man who takes all a country
has to glvo, then refuses to give anything In
return. One can bo a parasite, especially In
war time. So, In tho main, morally, Gov. Whit-
man Is right. So long as a man lives under a
Aug, derives his livelihood from tho nation, ho
owes It service. Whatever flag may float over
Australia, it Js a froo country. Darcy did not
neod to llvo there If he did not wish to. Free
or not fico though the country bo, tho human
fooling Is that so long as one accepts life from
it ho owes It tho last full measure of devotion.

There Is llttlo sympathy and no respect for
tho man who lives In the United States yet re-

fuses to fight for the country. So It Is with tbo
man who lives In England, Germany, Australia
Franc. Turkey or any other country und?r
the sun. If you choose to reside In a country
you owe II service.

It muct bo admitted that tho fight-
ing men. the pugilists, tho bruisers of tho world
havo not acted well by their countries. Daroy
acted btdly by Australia, a free country, flying
the British flag. "When ho found that ho could
not bo allowed to box In tho Unltod States, he
let himself bo persuaded Into more shameful
action than ho had been guilty of In Australia.
Ho lei Ic bo known that ho would enlist In the
United States forces, provided ho was given a
furlough to take part In flvo boxing matches.

Tho answer tho United States would give to
that maj be Imagined. Who Is Darcy? A boxer,
an alien, a man who left his own country In
time of stress to mako conditions" with tho
United States. Tho United States makes no
treaties, no conditions with any man. Admiral
Dewey could not have made conditions with th--

United Statos. Admiral Dewey would not havo
endeavored to do any such absurd, Impudent
and Igi Grant a thing.

Of course, Darcy did not make the conditions
on his own hook. Pugilistic promoters did that.
Tho pugilistic promoters arc treading on dan-
gerous ground. It seems that somo of thorn
would drag tho Goddess of Liberty Into tho
ring ana Din her as the champion muscle
dancer of the world If they could thereby draw
a good gate. They'd make hor do a hoola-hoo- la

dance, too, If they thought It would attract
money. There Is little sonse of decency among
the pugilistic promoters of tho United States.
They are sadly In need of a lesson. They'll get
It, too, If they do not watch their step.

The Idea of an alien bruiser like Darcy, a
man who left his own country' when aho was In
Btrcsj. entering tho United States and assuming
to mako torms with the constituted military
authorities of this country, is atrocious. Only
a promoter of prize fights would dare such n
thing.

Darcy Made Aviator.
Of course, the United States would not notloo

such an impudent offer. But in. a moment of
mental aberration the military authorities cftho Stato of Tennessee did enlist Daroy in thoaero sen-ic- agreeing to tho provlao that ho
should b given a furlough to take part in

boxing contests.
What would bo dono to Gon. Wood, former

President Roosevelt, Mr. Bryan or any otherdistinguished man who offered to enlist in tho
United States servico provided he was given a.
furlough to doliver flvo lectures or five speeches
to run for office or to make money?

It seems that tho best thing tho United Statoi
could do with James Lenllo Darcy would be to
turn him over to the Australian authorities.
Would the Dingoes have him? I doubt it. All
of which shows that a man must stick with hisgang In time of trouble. Poor Darcy is prob-
ably not to blamo. Pin-head- promoters, who
would cheerfully have Darcy shot In their
aronas could they draw a gate, with Impunity
persuadod tho poor boy ho Is but 20 years old

to take tho course of action which hasbrought him into disrepute the world over.
It Is the old story. The promoter is to blame,

nlno times out of ten, for the sln3 that are
committed in pugilism.

Gov. Whitman is "soro" at tho prize ring.
Those who are familiar with tho practices of
promoters and managers to got money, will
sympathize with tho executive. Wo all start
out by liking the prize ring. Wo all wind up by
wanting to destroy It, Thero aro qualities about
it whici ono likes and yet and yot .

Pierce Mathews, a remote fighter of St. Louis,
cannot say anything too bad about tho sport
which gave him broad and buttor for many
years. Wo can scarcely blamo Mathews, yet
we hate to seo a man abuso tho source of his
bread and buttor. Withal, thero aro few for-
mer boxers who liko tho ring. Rnroly, Indeed,
do you see tho son of a boxer In the squared
circle. I havo known but few boxers who
wished their sons to adopt tho vocation of tholr
fathors. In cases whom former pugilists In-

duct tholr sons Into tho ring, the boys them-
selves detest it. Old Tom Kolly of St. Louis,
a middleweight champion, about I860 wanted
his son. Eddie, to becomo a prizefighter. Eddla
Kelly was game. Ho took a terrific bcatlns
from Dan Daly in tho gamost sort of fashion.
But Et'dle Kolly always despised and detested
the ring. Ho would not speak of It to a son
of his.

Bob FUzslmmons entcrtalnod some pugilistic
ambitions for his son, Robert, Jr. Tho youth
never displayed any aptltudo for tho squared
circle. His father tried hard to Imbue 'him with
the fighting spirit, In vain. Old FUzslmmons
taught tho young ono everything he could
teach him. The boy refused to be taught.
Probably Fltz only wanted to make a ploce of
money with his son. In any event, tho bov
novcr did really enter tho arena.

They call professional boxers "fighting men."

Lus --Dacy" 4
That was tho old English term for the frater-
nity. Yet, outaldo of the ring, tho "fighting
men" dif. Httlo fighting. Tho annals of wa:
bear few of the names of pugilists. We havo
been told of the vlrllo valor that is bred by
permitting boxing with an admission fee at-
tached. Prunes! Boxing for prizes, with a nice
admission foe charged may breed valor. We
havo no evidences that It does. Let them bo::
all thay want to. Deny them the privileges ofcharging admission fees nnd seo how many of
them caro about promoting boxing for vlrllo
valor's sake.

I become weary whon mon who wish to bet on
racehorses seek publicity for the schemo of
breeding thoroughbred horses for tho uso nf
cavalr; In war. Let them breed cavalry horsos
all they want to. It Is not necessary to race
horses to breed them. Or lot them rnco them
and breed them all they want to, but deny them
the prlvllcgo of betting on them. Then sec how-fa-r

their interest In horso breeding for cavalry
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purposes will go. '

t0,6 U,nUed Statcs aro nt war- - h"o isWlllard, champion boxor of tho world
IZ I h,? iv c,rcua TrU' h,s manni!;p; ,namo e president, offering

Offor nrav.erV,Ce8 Th S WU,ard t0 Wlro a((fqls s,crvlcc to the president of the
I , I U WUIard want3 to serve the

iSiM lGt hIm atP ,nt0 the ere re-th- ai--
CS'

and "tak6 n'" WU1 W,,lard -

hlm3rrrwh thorouChbred horse, will you fin J
r? g mC" r hau,,ns suns ,n tills war?

load ,
Th Sa5I,no tractor and thoold Missouri mule, direct descendant of

a long-eare- d Malaga Jackass, are so much bet- - : M
L ,T3 than ,he thoroughbred that you J W

ZhlJ! easolino tractor and tho mulo i ft:you won't seo a hair of a horse In a v
week s marching. ;

nJtlvn ' u'C flnd th0 'and old bunk" J K
ZllL Bh0t Ut of aPrt- - were a ) fSncrabom rm.0t0r f s. we'd quit j5
rS 6 V,r,,Uy of the race- - take up a if

circus lg!,t0 U" lf th0 P"niat sticks to tho V,

not
taK ,n thla war. the people will f ,

after wmKCh US t0r hlm no then or here- - t f '

value n) ti, P WC havc hcard tlo last of the ;&.

Wo 11 ga,mbllns tooI the thoroughbred ,Mk
a cavalrj-- remount, r - T" .

J

i


